Making a sketch map

1.  Decide which way your map should go on the paper – portrait or landscape



2.  Use a map in your atlas or textbook to sketch a basic outline of the map you are drawing.  DO NOT TRACE!

3.  After you have a basic outline of the area you are drawing, add in smaller details (like country outlines or physical features).  

4.  Label your map like you normally would on a pre-made map.

5.  Color the individual countries or territories that your map instructions require.

5.  Remember to include TODALS!  This will require that you make an appropriate scale for your map.  (see below).

How to create an accurate scale

1.  Look at the scale given for the reference map from which you are sketching.  

2.  Use a ruler or straight edge to find a distance on the reference map that approximately matches that distance given on the scale.  

3.  Measure that same area on your sketch map and make a line that wide for your scale.  Label that line the same distance as what is given on the scale for your reference map.  The scale for the reference map will not be the exact same as the scale for your sketch map but they are both accurate!


For Example:  You are sketching a map of the U.S. and the scale shows a line 4 mm wide that represents 300 miles.  Using a ruler you find that the north border of Nevada is approximately that same length (300 miles).  Next measure the north border of Nevada on your sketch map.  Make a line for the scale somewhere on the outside of your map.  Label the end of the line 300 miles.  Put a mark halfway and label it 150 miles.  Now you have an accurate scale for your sketch map!
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